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Champion/-Chernobyl

A Rotarian helps

the second-generation victims
of the reactor explosion
by Michael Snyder

T WAS AN ATTRACTIVE, indeed compelling, sight. Standing on an ornate
bridge above the Pripyat River on an Apri?evening 20 years ago, dozens of
curious children craned their necks to see what exactly was emitting a strange
red glow and billows of dancing steam and smoke 10 stories high. + Little did
the children or their unsuspecting parents realize that they were staring
straight into a radioactive hell. As they strained for a betrer view, unchecked

gamma radiation streaming from the open core of the devastared Chernobyl

RBMK reactor saturated their bodies. Hundreds in current-day Ukraine, and in
neighboring Belarus, where 70 percent of the lethal radioactive nuclides settled,
soon died gruesomely from radiation-related illnesses.»
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The next generation Children still suffer the effects
of the 1986 explosion of the Chernobyl reactor (opposite)
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Years passed and media
artention faded. Then, quictly,
second-generarion consequences
of the nuclear disaster began
emerging. Thousandsof children
werediagnosed with unexplained
highlevelsof thyroid cancerand
new ”'ll'(]r;ll e’l"L‘[ Pl‘}'.\h'-ll ({lﬁ'
abilivies, In 1993, the BBC
reported thar of 50,000 children
living in Chernihiv, a « ity some
) miles from the reacror, five
outofsixsutfered from Chernobyl
radiacion effecrs.

Slowly. in the midst of
social and cconomic chaos
spawned by the dissolution of
the Soviet Union in 199], the
needs of these children passed

into near-oblivion.

That is, untl one furure

Rotarian came on the scene,

joining others who were wak-

ing up to the magnitude of

the disaster.

On the day the No. 4 reac-
tor detonated ar Chernobyl,
Vicror Kubik, then 38, was
going aboutan ordinary day as
a farher of three children and
pastor of two Chiristian con-
gregations in Minnesota, USA.
When the world heard about
l‘h-.‘ I‘Xpll'.'llﬂll .'tl"v't‘l.«lI \.I.l}'b l.ll I,
Kubik feared the worst for his
cousing, aunts, and uncles, who
seill five in Ukraine, Abour 40
years earlier, Kubik's Ukrainian
parerus Hed cheir navive land,

trading the tervor-filled post-Nazi

“The scope of the tragedy came

home afresh while thinking about

all the children who have been

affected by the radiation that

blasted out of that now-sleeping

atomic furnace in front of me.”
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afrermath of World War 1 for
secure shelrerina European dis-
placed persons camp. With their
new son, they immigrated o
America in 1949, leaving their
extended family behind,

‘T had these recrible feel-
ings of mixed fear and anger,”
Kubik recalls. s anxiety praked
when Sovier officials imtially
denied thar there wasa problem.
“To me, this meant that ir was
likely a worst-case carastraphe
scenarioand that my family mem
bers weve ar risk of recening
no aid as a result of a polivically
driven covierup 7

Evenrually, he learned thar
his family was spared. Sovier
officials asked for help, and with
the rest of the world, his arten
non shifted o marcers closer
to home

Seven years larer, Kubik
ministerial duties rook him o
England. Ac dinner one night.
Kubile and his wife, Beverly, met
a vetired British surgeon, Dr
Maurice Frohn, who specialized
m thytoid issues. He told
chilling accounts of a radiation
induced surge in pediarric
thyroid cancer, with neglecred
Chernobyl children suffering
in packed hospital wards, e
was planning a wip ro Ukraine
o try to help.

“This is horrible!” Kubik
recalls thinking, “Since I've been
there, | know the Ukrainian
cultare. Perhaps [ could serve as
a translacor” Spunr.:m--.m.l:iy. he
volunteered, much ta the happy
surprise of the surgeon,

A few months larer, Kubil
and Frohn stepped off a plane

in Kicv. Theywerelintle prepared

tor whar they would witness,
Evidence of economic chaos
from the Soviet breaknp was
everywhere. Chernobyl's sinis
ter legacy quickly marerialized
in the form of small black boxes
hung in public places."Ar firse,

onewould think they were typical

Entombed city Kubik at the Chernobyl nuclear reactor site in
2003. Opposite: The Revival Centre treats children who suffer from an
array of neurclogical disorders atiributed Lo radiation aftereffects.




i’ll'('l’f'l‘l‘!lt‘ (.]'I.‘%l’[.l”.‘. t }l.’ll lﬂl\] )’ﬂll

the local time and temperature,”
Kubik says. But they weren',
The boxes measured microrads
perhour lefrover radiation from
the drlf'liug_ nuclides \ip;lwucd
by the Chernobyl meledown.
Shortly afrer arriving, Kubik
and Frohn were driven to the
aging Polyelinic No. 2, an acute
care Iﬁc:lhy in Cherniliiv. The
h(_\spiml served more than 600

children, double irs capacity.

“Ir was cold and gray an 1

mid-April day in 1996 in

Chernihiy, just 40 miles cast of

the doomed Chernobyl nuclear
power plant” Kubik reealls,
As hewalked the dim and chilly
halls of the clinic, his footsteps
echoingagainstbare walls, hesaw
the faces of overworked nurses,
docrors grimly struggling to
help, children with no hope.”I
knew right then that [ had ro do
something, bur what?” Kubik

says. A biblical proverh reverl-
erated through his mmd: "Da
notwithhold good fromthose ro
whom it 1s due, when it is in the
power of your hand to do so.”
On the spor he told Dr.
Vasyl Pasechnick, a Ukrainian
prdimriri.m. that he was going
w f}clp the doctor’s new clinic
for Chernobyl children, As
much as Pasechnick wanted vo,
the Ukrainian doctor didn't
believe thar. Hed heard the
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sumne Cl]]p[)’ l‘\nln'li?‘-(' In"”'l count-
less others,

Bur something was differ-
entabout Kubik."Fromounr first
\\'l]r‘-ls lﬂ}'_t'.l[ll.'!] I HL'IISL'\.I o I.".'l"
sonwhowas genuinely interested
in our problems that resulted
from the Chernobyl carast ophe.”
Pasechnick says.”l immediacely
began having trusting hope in
Victor as a person from whom
charity and goodness flowed

from a sincere heart.”
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Kubik rerumed ro the United

States, this nime to Indianapolis,
where his work had raken him.
He was a lifelong voluntecr for
comunity groups like the Baoy
Seouts, but he had noexperience
in nternational humanicarian
aicd. Whar was he going ro do?

He located a U.S, Stare
Department program that ships
\le‘l-l[fli“N'tllt llH'.III\lﬂ('ih‘l'.‘ill}\‘
plies frer of charge. After a few
phone calls, Kubik learned tha
Pasechnick’s <linic, the Revival
Cenere of Medical Social Reha-
bilitation of Disabled Children
in Chernihiv, was eligible

I'hat's all Kubik needed
to know., Over the next few
months he and his wife rapped
every resource they could find.
Livingin a house equipped with
laprop and deskrop computers
on every level, he nacurally
turned to the Interner. He set
apa Web site, wwwlifeners.org,
and donations began tickling
in. By 1998, Kubik had
shipped US$250,000 worth
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“From our first words together, |

sensed a person [Victor] who

was genuinely interested in

our problems that resulted from

the Chernobyl catastrophe.”

ol critical medicine to a sur-
}u'ist Pasechnick.

That was just the start.
l'hmuy_huu{ the years, Kubik’s
‘ljll'fl‘llfl.'f\s('L{ !-t“l.‘b‘.“'“ St['l'.]k
paid off, as he learned ro over-
come g(‘\'c]l]"]l‘ﬂ.[al l'l.'\'l r.ll‘(’,
rampant bribery in the post-
Soviet era, and hinding pledgpes
thar suddenly evaporared.

Withno marker ing, Kubik
and his growing group of vol-

unreerscollected, caralogued, and

shipped more than 70 rons of

lltl!dli'dl Slll‘;‘lits .’ln\l t‘(llljl‘lll(‘!\l

worth more than $1 million to

the Ukratnian clinic

Going global
In 1999, Kubik arranged for
Pasechnick ro fly to the Unired
Srares to meer other pediarri
\‘I'.‘\'““l‘-‘- J['Ikl l'l'lt'\'.ll(.][ PI"UIL’.‘:’
sionals. He figured Pasechnick
could tell the story much
berter than he could, even
through interpreters.

He was righr. Invisitsto the
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, St.
Judes Hospital for Cluldren in

Remains of the day Chernobyl's Ferris wheel stands sentinel over
the city, untouched since 1986, Kubik made his first visit in 1993.
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Tennessee, and other nationally
vanked children’s hospitals,
doctors and reporters hung on
Pasechnicl's every word,

At the end of the docror’s
first visit, an unexpecred
meeting with then Indiana
First Lady Judy O'Bannon led
Kubik ulrimarely ro Rorary and
the expansion of LifeNets to
countries around the world.

Belore the hastily arranged
meeting at the governor's man-
ston, an aide emphasized tha
O'Bannoen could give them just
half an hour. As the meeting
progressed, that hall hour
rurned inro an hour, then two.

“Twas quire taken with both
the Ukrainian docror and with
Vi, says O'Bannon, widow of
Gov, Frank O'Bannon, who died
in 2003, "Victor profoundly
struck measatrueservantleader,
someone who could do a lot of
good for people.”

O'Bannon nvited Kuobik to

jointhe official Indiana delega-

tion to Russia later char year,




and after working out some
financial arrangements from his
own [u:n‘.](ct, Kubilk m‘rcprccf.

In the two weeks thar the
offictal delegation crisscrossed
Russia, the amiable Kubik
made many fast friends, includ-
ing Rorartan Dick Darsr, an
Indiana atworney who invited
Kubik ta join a Rotary club.

i ! “ll.]”}.‘ had hinished
il‘u’uqmr;uing LiteNers as an
IRS-approved nonprofir, and |
found Rotary to be of like mind
n pmviding real service, par-
vicularly with irts focus on The
Four-Way Test” saps Kubik,
whao soon joined the Rotary Club
of Indl.m.l[‘luliﬁ Northeasr,

I\"i'.l_n\\“] i ll‘._l lh!}’ O'Bannon
asked him ro assist in more
projects, including an orphan-
age in Maldova, Kubik, who
receives no compensation for
his work av LileNets, decided
o L'x]\;]nd.

The organization, now
called LifeNets Internarional,
is a networke of individuals,
churches, and nonprofit groups
thar provides sell-sustaining
development aid in countries
thronghont the world, from
Jordan o Estonia ro Bl Salvadot.
"We focus on pracrical solutions
thar don't reinvent the wheel”
Kubik says. Examples include
scholarships for students from
developing narions, new homes
for tsunami viceims, and micro-
credit tor Afrcan Farmers.

“Peaple jusr want o be
involved in whar Vic is doing,”
says Tom Branum, R1 director-
elect and charter president of
Kubik's club, Last year, the rwo
Rotartans secured a Marching
Grant fram The Rorary
Foundation for the Revival
Cenere. The $12,000 project

“l found Rotary to be of like mind

in providing real service,

particularly with its focus on

The Four-Way Test.”

paid for a Russian-Linguage

Monressari program, an ulrea-
sound nhalator, and medicine

lor nerve-based discas

CS.

“Victor 1§ a most remark-
able individual and 2 grear
Rotarian,”says Georgiy Keuch-
kov, plt'-ﬁidrm of the Rotary
Club of Kicv-Centre, Ukraine,
who helped coordinare Foun-
dation grants for projects
in Chernabyl,

News of LileNers' work
with Chernobyl spread rapidly,
leading ro vequests for aid from
countries around the world,
including Malawi, where
LiteMets helped build medieal
clinics. Kuhik and his fellow
Rotarians obtained a Matching
Grant from the Foundarion The
$44,000 efforr pruvidcd WO
ambulances to bring patients

to the clinics.

Today, LifeNets projects
can be found on five continents,
servingpeople of all backgrounds
The LifeNets Web site lists
p I"l)Il'LAlS ﬂ.ll(i Wi .\'5 o I]l'll‘-

Kubik, 58, works full-time
4% A minister, squeezing in
LifeNets meerings and trips
whenever he can.
"When Vic is at
the meeting,
going to Rowry
15 like an adven-
ture.” says Jackie ang‘. pr('.suh-nr
of the Indianapolis Northeast
club, Kubik’s nmkrups at clubs
“r')“”d rljl' Wor I\i P[‘U\'ld(‘
remarkable glimpsesinto inrer-

nacional affairs, she says,

20 years later
The aviginal Chernobyl projecr
remains atop priority for Kubik,

who visited the reactor in 2003.

Routine tests A neurologist conducts an electroencephalogram
(EEG) using equipment donated by LifeNets, ANl children at the
Revival Centre receive EEGs on a regular hasis.

APRIL 2008

Learn how other Rolary ¢lubs
are helping Cheenoby! survivors thedinicopened.
al www.rolary.org/rotarian

The menacing image is erched
in his memory."Ir was awesome
standing there and looking a it
and realizing how [ir] forever
alrered the life and p.\;yrhc of a
nation, he says.” The scope of
the tragedy came home afresh
while l‘llinking about all the
children who have been
alfected by the radiarion thar
blaseed our of thar now-sleeping
atomic furnace in front of me.”
Kubsik says that one of his
greatese rewards is visiting the
Revival Cenrre and seeing chil-
dren playing with roys thar he
shippedover!Itsvery humbling”
he saysinadeep barivone, when
you see laughing children,
knowing you played some small
role in helping them get berrer”
One boy. Viraly, personifies
LifeNer's work, he says, Viraly's
mother wasone month pregnans
with the boy when the ower
exploded. “Ir was stongly sug-
gestecto her tharshegecanabor-
tion,” says Kubil. She refused,
Vitaly was born with seri-
ous physicaland meneal illnesses,
ncluding with-

credlimbs. When

she broughr her
|\.il'yin.ILu hrime
Kubik returns, he marvels at
Vicaly's improvement. He lools
torward o seeing the boy on
14 June ar the clinies 10th anni
versary celebration. LifeNets is
providing$35,000 mn aid, includ-
ing a bus for the clinic.
“Thesimple facr thar Vicaly
can talk and smile makes it all
worthwhile,” Kubil says, w

Midhael Sydes operates the MEK
Group, a fullseevice commumications
firm, and isamember of the Rotiry Clih
of Indianepols.
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