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LGA i1s 12, a bright-
eyved little girl who
loves dancing and
gymnastics A year agu she

- felt off her bike and devel-
-oped pains in her stomach.
-~ Initrally, a surgeon diag-
sosed appendicitis; further

waminations, however,
revealed a cancer of her pan-
creas. 1t was removed and
now Olgaisrecovering w cll
Trounptpar. go B .

fuJ SJIgPr\ — 10 her case mr
canc=r of the thyroid, uncov-
ered by a routine health
heck at school. Emaotionally,

“however, sheremains fragile
- and in need of constant psy-

chological support. Mean-
while. Vitaly, aged 10, can-
not walk or use his arms —
his paralysis ts due to com-
plete atrophy of the muscles
of the upper and lower limbs.

Three children, three dif-
ferent conditions — but they
have one thing in common.
They are all long-term vic-
tims of the world’s worst
nuclear accident, at Cherno-
byl in Ukraine. They are

- representative of thousands
--of others whom Maurice

'rohm, a 66-year-old retired
urgeon from Kent, calls

-

fthe forgotten children of

‘Chernobyl™

To. Frohn, Vitaly's case is

U-particularly poignant, since

is ‘suffering began even
efore he was born: his
mother lived one mile from
the puclear power plant and

“he was radiated while in the

omb. -

.. On Tuesday Frohn climbed
wiaboard a plane at Gatwick

d set off for Ukraine in the

latest develepment of what
has become something of a
persenal crusade. Eighteen
months ago, if you had toid
him that today his life would
be dominated by Cherncbyl,
I suspect that he would have
laughked in vourface.
Admittedly, he laughs a lot
— a deep. throaty, Frank
Bruno-like chuckle. But even
d!JU\ mg f:: that, the nation

STUILTS jjuh ii-

il e s Llivitoas
tar from h:: mind as it 1s on
the map.

So what happened? Simply
this. In the summer of 1895 a
circudar letter from a relief
organisation called Inter-
national Children’'s Medical
Aid landed on the mat at
Frohn's home in the little
Kent village of Woodchurch.

It rclaimed that 800,000
children were affected by
diseases caused by radiation
and lacked even the simplest
of pain relief or medical care:
even a bottle of aspirin, it
said. would cost a local
worker up to two months’
wages,

1 thought: ‘That’s terr-
ible. I'll go and see if this is
true.’ Then at a conference in
Berwick-Upon-Tweed. in
October the same vear, I met
a mas ol chatied to um
about Chernobyl. His eyes lit
up and he said: ‘Can 1 come
with yvou? I speak fluent
Ukrainian and fluent Ras-
sian and I'm American, so I
speak English, too.”’

That man was Victor
Kubik. a 48-year-old pastor
from a church in Indianapo-
lis, USA. They agreed that
together they would go and

innocent victims: children in Chernchyl are still suffering

investigate. So in April this
yvear the two men set off.
They spent two weeks in
Ukraine, touring hospitals
and clinics in the Chernobyl
area and talking at length to
doutors, nurses and ordinary
peaple.

Their investigation
resulted in a privately pro-
duced report — The Cher-
nobyl Reconnaissance —
which sets out in sober but
chilling detail the terrible
legacy of the explosion on
April 26, 1986. By implica-
tion, it also contains a clear
warning for anyone living in

the vicinity of a nuclear
power plant (see right).

At the same time, how-
ever, 1t highlights the
extraordinary resilience of
thousands of people who
have been ailtempting (o
grapple with the long-term
effects of radiation sickness

It has taken years for those
effects to surface. They have
attracted little attention in
the outside world, not least
because initially it appeared
that little lasting damage had
been caused.

“In 1990 an international
commission went out to

investigate the effects of
radiation on children.” says
Frohn. ''The following
March they reported that
there had been no big
increase in the levels of can-
cer compared with before the
accidenr:t. So they concluded
that the accident had caused
no hig problem.”

The world breathed a col-

lective sigh of relief. 1.atar in
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appear. Now, five years on,
Froho's report puLuL:: a far
bleaker picture. Most strik-
ingly, he and Kubik found
that:

@ Of ali children aged up to
15, only 1 per cent are now in
good health.

@ Of all children born to par-
ents who were radiated. only
3 per cent have been horn
without some sort of
abnormality.

@ The region has the highest
incidence of cancer of the
thyroid in children 1o the
world.

® There are 60,000 emotion-
ally disturbed children,
being treated by just two
specialisis.

These acute medical and
nyychelogical problems have
been exacerbated by the pre-
vailing social and ecomomic
conditions in Ukraine.
Proper treatment has been
rendered virtuaily impossi-
ble by chronic shortages of
basic medicines, equipment
and decent food. Add to that
widespread poverty and spi-
ralling domestic problems
and you have all the ingredi-
ents for social disaster.

Frohn summed up the cri-
sis in his report. “'Seven out
of 21 areas around Chernigev
have been declared disaster
areas; 40,000 children have
been affected by radiation
and only 1 per cent are per-
fectly bealthy. The effect of
radiation on the brain is now
called the Chernobyl syn-
drome of phvsmﬂ and men-
tat

ny, pdraiya;a umuguauuu
(especially thyroid) and psy-
chological daiiage.

“There are more divorces
than marriages, add drug
addiction and the legacy of
Russia - vodka alcoholism,
even in young children. As
Victor Kubik says, this is
mettdown.”

Despite all this, Frohn
says: “‘The great feature
about the Ukrainians 1 met
was their openness, their
courtesy and generosity,
their warmth and their
humour.

“After all their troubles
and upheavals since 1917 —
the Hitler war, the Russian
exploitation up to 1991,
including the vears of Stalin-
isation, and then Chernobyl
on top of all that — you'd
expect to find people who
had every justification for
being angry, bitter and full of
hatred. But they were guite
the opposite. 1 found it very
moving.”’

In the months since his
return from Ukraine, Frohn
has quietly set about creat-
ing the means of channelling
aid in cash and kind to the
places it is most needed.

This week he and Kubik

are back in the area on a 10-
day tour revisiting the same
people and piaces. The aim.
he savs, is “to make sure
they have received what |
expect them to have
received, that goods haven't
mysteriously ‘disappeared’.
“I want fo see that their
cupboards are full with the
things that we have sent: I'li
even -f‘hr‘(l' p on the '—m}f
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fe-lispect all the various
hospitals and clinics and see
what their future needs are.”

Frohn makes no extrava-
gant claims for his work.
“This 1s purely an individual
effort,” he savs. “Fmn not a
committee. At the ocutset, I
felt that 1 could move faster
on my own, withoul proto-
cols and schedules and hav-
ing to get permission to do
this, that or the other. And
atso that I'd be iess intimi-
dating, less intrusive by
being an individual.

“I'm not a businessman;
I'm not an economist. I'm
not going to solve the prob-
lems of Ukraine. Hopefully,
I'm just helping a few kids to
have a bit less pain and per-
haps a decent operation or
some thyroid tablets or
whatever.

1t is terrible to think vou
have been totally aban-
doned. And perhaps we're
just showing that they
haven't been lorgotten.”™

@® Donations or further inqui-
ries to The Chernobyl Chil-
dren’s Account number
1289293, c/o The Manager,
Lioyds Bank, 6 High Street,
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6AJ.

“f don’t want to be critical
of the British nuciear
industry. I went round
Bungeness only a few weeks
ago ana I thought they were
spiendid,” he says. “I think
the risk of a breakdown here
is minimal — our nuclear
plants are a different design
and the discipline 1s
different, too.

“The British industry is
very well managed. But, even
0, accidenis do happenand 1
do wish we knew more about
what to do if one does.”

There is aiways the
possibility of terrorist action
or a freak plane crash, Frohn
5ays, and it is ignorance that
s 1h9 main cause of panic.

i, he wrpnes that
) E ..!s\t.inhr
ivarned f: om whai happened
al Chernobyl.

Hiis advice 15 based on a
check list drawn 2p by Dr
Vasily Pasechnik, a senior

dector with responsibility for

the care of mothers and
babies in the Chernigev ares.

Crucially, he says,
potassium iodide {ablets
should be instantly available
to every family in the
affected area as they protect
the thyroid from the harmful
effects of radioactivity —
semething which is
particularly imporiani for
children,

Frohn's own investigations
have shown that this is far
from the case in Britain.
“Potassium iodide has to be
taken immediately, otherwise
x' isno use,” he says. “The

X 1l Budoong
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at 15ld me he had a bottie ef
tabiets but he didn’t Know
what it was for.

“Dungeness has petassiam
todide. But I went to Boots in
Tenterden and asked for
some and they didn't even
have it in their
pharmacopoeia — they
couldn'l even gef hold of ¢ i{
they wanted it.

“The services in the UK
would have te act very
guickly indeed if they were
going to get potassium iodide
to thousands of children
within the effective time,
which is within hoewurs.

“"Every school, hospital and
home medicine cupboard
should have ifs store.
Dungeness has stores — but
how can they get them to
tocal schoels within the first
day? And on the second day
it's all over. Forget il."”

(diher lessons are that
geiger counters should be
readily available for each
family ir the vicinity of a
nuclear power plant and they
should be checked reguniarly
to ensure they are working
properiy. The safe level of
radioactivity should also be
widely publicised.




