“It really has been o wonderful example of different people from all
different situations taking the gifts they have and pooling them.”

Indiana first lady Judy 0’Bannon

Eastern European orphan
gets a 2nd chance at life

Poverty rate high
in Natalia’s homeland

Indiana first lady Judy O’Bannon

- helped bring 4-year-old Natalia
Vasilita 1o Indianapolis for surgery
to correct her heart defect. Doctors
were unable to perform the
operation in Natalia’s
homeland, Moldova,
a small, poor
country in Eastern
Europe.
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Moldova at a glance:
Population: 4.4 million ‘
Population below poverty line: 75%
(1999 estl.)
Government type: Republic
Source: CIA: The World Facibook
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Overseas
guest: Nata-
lia Vasilita
was born in
Moldova
with a hole
in her heart
and intesti-
nal ab-
normalities.
She caught
first lady
Judy O’'Ban-
non’'s eye
when
O'Bannon
visited Mol-
dova with
physicians
from Fort
Wayne's
Parkview
Hospital.
When
O'Bannon
spoke at the
dedication
of the St.
Vincent chil-
dren's hos-
pital, some-
one asked
whether any
Moldovan
children
needed life-
saving sur-
gery. She
immediately
thought of
Natalia.

t

B Judy O'Bannon, doctors from Fort Wayne

and Indianapolis collaborate to save 4-year-old.

By Celeste Williams
STAFF WRITER

Natalia was deathly blue.

From her fingertips to her toes,
she was blue from a lack of oxygen
caused by a hole in her heart.

Yet the sickness the color repre-
sented never reached the 4-year-
old’s spirit. She loved life even
when she could barely walk and
her shallow breaths could not
blow out a candle. And she loves it
still, after surgery has given her
belly laughs and pink toes.

Three weeks ago, Natalia Vasil-
ita was flown from her home— an
orphanage in the Eastern Euro-
pean country of Moldova — to St.
Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis to
have her heart repaired.

Natalia is one of 25 foreign chil-
dren flown in each year by St. Vin-
cent from countries where delicate
surgery they need is not possible.
Through its Children's Interna-
tional Heart Program, hospital of-
ficials work with charitable organi-

- zations to locate children and

arrange the trips, said Sister Sha-
ron Richardt, who directs the St.
Vincent charity care program.
Since the program started last
year with a $750,000 budget,
about two dozen children have

Dr. Minodora
Dragneva, who
came fo Indiana
with Natalia, said
the girl needs an
adoptive family
as well as medi-
cal care.

come from Mongolia, Haiti, Bos-
nia, Kosovo, Honduras and Moldo-
va for surgery. Natalia was an un-
usual case, in part because of the
intercession of Judy O'Bannon,
wife of Gov, Frank O'Bannon.

Also, Richardt said, most cases
that are accepted by the hospital
can be corrected in one operation.
Natalia is scheduled for more sur-
gery this week at St. Vincent to
correct another birth defect. After
that, shell go back to Moldova,
but likely will return for still more
surgery.

V. Simon Abraham, the pediat-
ric cardiovascular surgeon who
performed Natalia's operation
along with Sanjay Parikh, said
while successful surgery is satis-
fying, “the reality is, thousands,

See ORPHAN Page 7

INDIANA’S FISCAL CRISIS

B Analysis of spending

suggests legislature and
O'Bannon have relied on
‘gimmicks,’ not restraint.

By Kevin Gorcoran
STAFF WRITER

Gov. Frank O'Bannon has re-
peatedly blamed the state’s poor fi-
nancial condiion on an ailing
economy.

“We've been fortunate in the past
decade to be able to say ‘yes' to a
lot of projects that benefited our
state,” OBannon said Monday.
“But we're on a different course in
different economic times now."

Yet there's more to the story than
he is letting on, according to a new
national study by the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, a lib-
eral, Washington, D.C.-based think
tank

Years of outsized state spending
under O'Bannon and a politically
divided legislature — including a
series of tax cuts that weren't prop-
erly planned for — laid the ground-
work for the current budgetary de-
spair.

“If a budget is a fiscal roadmap,”
the budget center concluded. “Indi-

Budget being
mishandled,
study say

| think tank,
which studied
states’
strategies,
says Gov.
Frank
0’Bannon (above) and the
legislature have done' little to
remedy Indiana’s problems.

ana appears to have charted a
course directly toward a financial
Crisis.

*Cther than delaying and adjust-
ing a previous tax cut that had bal-
looned in cost, the 2001 General
Assembly took no actions to rem-
edy the state's long-range fiscal
problems.”

Instead of slowing spending this
year to keep in line with decreased
revenue, O'Bannon proposed using
gambling revenue to temporarily
shore up the budget in hopes the
downturn would be short. Law-
makers went along and tossed in a
variety of their own budgeting “gim-

See BUDGET Page 5

Revenue falls again;
O’Bannon makes cuts

By Kevin Gorcoran
STAFF WRITER

Amid further revenue losses,
Gov. Frank O'Bannon on Monday
unveiled new plans to save at least
$2 million through a “strategic
freeze” in state hiring and cutting
expenses for employee travel by
half.

Flanked by state budget ana-
lysts, O'Bannon also reiterated the
administration's 2-month-old poli-
cy of approving only necessary
state construction, which could
mean delaying as much as $167
million worth of projects.

The governor announced these
minor cuts after reporting tax col-
lections in August fell $41.3 million
short of projections. The August
revenue shortfall — coupled with
July's $83.2 million shortfall — of-
fers the clearest indication yet the
economy won't recover in time to
spare the O'Bannon administration
from making far tougher choices in
coming months.

The August revenue shorifall
means that one of every $15 the
state had counted on collecting in
sales, income and other taxes failed
to flow into state coffers.

Collections of all major taxes fell
short, putting the state a total of
$124.5 million behind what it had
expected to collect in the first two
months of the budget year. That
money would be more than enough
to cover the cost of full-day kinder-
garten for a year.

State revenue collections also are
running nearly 4 percent behind
the same two-month period last
year. In 2000, Indiana collected
about $1.30 billion during July and
August; this year, the state col-

State revenue
takes a tumble

Total tax collections for each July

" and August over the past five years

have been declining. The state used
to take in more money than
projected but now collects far less
than expected.

Differences in what actually was
collected vs. what officials
had expected to collect:
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lected $1.25 billion over that same
period.

In all, O'Bannon said, tax collec-
tions have failed to meet expecta-
tions in nine of the past 14 months.
And each missed revenue goal only
worsens the state’s nearly $600
million budget deficit.

“There’s little reason to think
weTe going to recover any time
soon,” O'Bannon said.

Contact Kevin Corcoran
at 1-317-615-2384 or via e-mail
at kevin.corcoran @indystar.com
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probably hundreds of thousands of
children are in need” around the
world who will not get access to
care.

Moldova, a country of 4.4 million
people, is located between Romania
and Ukraine. It suffers from the
sicknesses of years of war and cold
war. In many ways, the country
typifies problems that have plagued
Eastern Europe in the decade after
the fall of the Soviet Union: poverty
and ethnic and economic strife.

Taken by her parents to the or-
phanage when she was 2, Natalia
could only be made comfortable by
physicians there. Their antiquated
medical system could neither re-
pair her heart nor correct the de-
fects in her intestine. Her parents
both have since died.

Natalia came to Indianapolis in
the arms of the orphanage’s pedia-
trician, Dr. Minodora Dragneva.

Dragneva, impressed with the
U.S. medical system, said Natalia
was the beneficiary of a - conver-

gence of hearts, wallets, medicine
and good will. And O'Bannon.

The govérnor's wife visited the
orphanage in April with physicians
from Fort Wayne's Parkview Hospi-

tal. The doctors assist clinics and

orphanages there with medical ex-
pertise, equipment and medicines.
O'Bannon said the experience was
still fresh when she gave a speech
at the May opening of St. Vincent’s
children's hospital.

After the speech, someone asked
O'Bannon if there were any Moldo-
van children in need of surgery.
O'Bannon said she immediately
thought of Natalia.

O'Bannon and the Fort Wayne
doctors took a second trip to Mol-
dova in June, where Natalia was
examined. Soon, doctors from St
Vincent, Fort Wayne and Moldova
concurred on what the child's
problemis were and that only sur-

gery that could be done in America

could correct them.

That was the first hurdle. The
red tape was a tangle. “For many of
these children, the surgery they
need is not complicated,” said St.
Vincent‘s\w. Richardt. “Getting them

“She awes and
amazes people,”
Indiana first lady
Judy 0’Bannon
said of little Nata-
lia Vasilita. *
awed and
amazed.”

-

here is complicated.”

O'Bannon said the level of co-
operation in Indiana, though, was
remarkable. The hospitals, known
for competition, worked together as
never before, she said. “It really has
been a wonderful example of differ-
ent people from all different situa-
tions taking the gifts they have and
pooling them for a cause.”

A week after the Aug. 24 heart
surgery, the bright-eyed girl with a
cap of short, blonde hair toddles
around in her new sneakers and
twirls around in a red frock,
thrilled to be the center of atten-
tion. _

Natalia and her doctor are stay-
ing at the home of Victor Kubik, the
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Indianapolis head of LifeNets Inter-
national, a charitable organization.
Kubik, himself originally from Uk-
raine, which borders Moldova, had
helped O'Bannon with the connec-
tions to the orphanage.

Dragneva, who affectionately
calls her young charge by the nick-
name Natasha, said the child
should eventually be adopted.
“Children really need to have a
family,” she said through an inter-
preter. “Right now, the main ques-
tion is Natasha's health. But we
will be fighting for her future, too.”

After St. Vincent surgeons fixed
Natalia's heart, restoring blood
flow, she quickly recovered. She left
the hospital after just four days.

“She awes and amazes people,”
Judy O'Bannon said of the child. “I
am awed and amazed.”

As is Natalia. When the child
awoke from surgery, she gazed at
her hands and feet.

“My fingers are pink!” she said.
“My toes are pink!”

Contact Celeste Wiliams
at 1-317-444-6367 or via e-mail
at celeste wiliams @indystar.com

- WL 1) 261 M- gbee B0l o3 o0l | O5ER
Luuolg €8 B9'L | g~ 0401 905 Usjiequ3 ) SETL+ OR'BE
aUNSORED 0 10} [ DKt SBOL BOE 13 Lo ogn | 2
e b 0L | g5 Z§BE b3k b3 £g g2 ez 828
sweg " 69'L- 1GSE §A9p w3 ™ Gz~ 0Lse
609 L2 S0 b~ 198 9g0El  shselawg 60+ 96%
Upuerg ™ ggt 0981 GGAD 00SM3 & O [B0- BEL
eAWAeY ST 09 |pi+ p9G7 g 0UON3 ES 9L |24 00Dk
Peinawed g €L (Bl BLZE GEBRE e S - R V1
Papdig 0% 6F3 | 02~ 9EVE ZHiE dobu3 g4 of |20+ 608
[3sq9 ™ g0 | go- 955 S 0 i i syl
undeged 30k SLE | 6O~ 9bhl 999 s I I ) V113
QUlde9 87 OUL |G+ 05'9% g9tk aubsidiaul = szg |9i- 6L
d9%dED O'L 05 | b+ 026 90L Updibug = gt 3Ll
IN929 07 25 |90 LS5 Mg UIEs3I3 gg 907 | IE-T bEEE
Udniad L€ PLL | BE- BS0Z QIS 30D G 25 |60 02Ol
egug ™| ppt 659 Gpil  JanBiau3 0e- 0L
018y ™ f g~ S59R 266 jusbiau3 92 04 |or- 9
(Westag ™ " | ez 06GL 969k AEsapul 9F 9% (€ OOZb
ULRDWD 22 18 [Bi+ 65 0pQb  Ssdwoau3 |- (5]
PHWO ™ ™ | 1Bl 950y 007 JOMNGU L 05 |EF- 2hYS
SIWUag G'e 002 | g0~ 127 |90} Ll R L
LEVID &L E8'L | b0~ S00Z 52 2BEI0WT 9 GZL |95+ OF'bE
SN b2 OV S+ SELS ZpLiE  PAUSI 0F €51 |6+ 0992
Ve ™ S0~ S92 ple OOUINF 1'E) S9'L (S~ PIGE
Yugu9 ['s g% (eo- 09T Q202+ dNeAWI |9 £ |- 66E
o8EUEY L O ) A6- EObE 9ECh peoiavsEGd 6% 'L (09- OO'GE
uiguea §'1 a1k o6+ 0Lb LSE PalldSCE S 4
A9eN9 L1 0F° | B2H* 0095 62922 3 b 09 |0k e
aMuy 61 6HR |0 E27 bSE IEUJBPIE 12+ ELLp
WejuaUag ) ggt OBk JbL I3 0} 07 |02- BESE
dioglsg gy 2 | 19°2- 0805 3195k uegd ot Ob+ OFGE
wapien gl Zeie Mg 1430403 €9 082 9+ SLEL
fevaieg = - | zp+ 2005 Gabeh JdJ0dl L1 80 |02+ STOL
gluieg " G- 6REE €05 (19d90d3 GF 99} [9K+ vEEk
Jaugey |G+ 0002 8l puRdpog €7 Gt |G+ 08'L
PUE) g GO | PB* QUGE LS5 SPEMPI 91 b9 |FZ SLOE
Jjauiey gL g5 | M- GU'5e 6002 RShmed S&™- 0906
anginn n et | aman inn R L e

o6
65
88gL
Ll
bab
085
698
e
Py
sk

Shik

, lne girl 1told INvesugators
Bittner came into her room

of car by
shop wil

Every day of the week, The
consumers. And by reachir
readers every week, we do
in central Indiana.

do you want fo r
We’ll show you how.

stigsnay 1§ 96

T A ibu mds’d‘:‘]‘ﬁa 72 Egl
Uy g g | L0 9282 L0ES
lgﬁﬂ:@lﬁ W e ym o e g9 b
21950y 6 g | W SBEE 2tel  xenwey g gl
upiogie) iy gy [ Mo 0% Bumie audey
sopawog = | S OFL 458 duoey =
1iguog gg) o) | KO- 109 ESRE Ie9le) £} g2
dyodioy g og' |5 09%2 €% ANEY 9 -2k
IIAHd Bl 6z | EEF 128 bES UoBED 7 T |
AHOI0D £EL 61} | PO 000G g6 . @ouopey ™ i
(Ouwoy = 7y |Sk+ 099 599 2gfgm) g7 o
geie) GoL by | 00kt 05 Lbhie 20190 L EI'.’
wldguiog prl goy | SF 1902 ¥OL A4loqey L.'L ‘rl‘v‘l
nsagjRlioy + | 6Bt OFGE BLGE S10087 €11 26
sipduie) g} oy | BY" 03P Gl PARUSAGED ™
Py - - |85 6C2h 655 Ubsgigeg
ajuepioy ¢ ¢ | 62F 0L [9Gk PASUNBIGE) 5T 0O
ajdoy g gz |4t PO9E 9602 €DSAD v
gsioog -z | 42- 80°0L el s
Juidoog fz gy | 85 SH'PE 965 wysg gk Oy
updoog 97 op) | - SOL EZEL  JOWISD 2
jogdoog g gp | W™ 6L 2% AQIGHND K} OF
weqdoog = | 82~ 150 0EdL N £ 0
sibiug = - [ S0F OF'EL S ANSYND BV 0¥
gaym v | SEH097 oRM MW T
pulfElsuoy 2| gy | DL 694 DlEL WwNg o
syjpsieg [ 92F 695 GlOE WSO 0% 671
ydgsuog - | WO+ GSEE CE9 JLSWD 00} £9E
ULppuo 2 ggy | S0 9vEZ GSK0L  OUISD 29 9Kl
Py £5 qgz.| WO- SEE 208 LA
Afgosuog pp gp) | 02~ €902 SEF S0J310 0F &
Hdasuog pg) gpz | BE- L9 2820 WHAD T
Adosiog £31 g1z | PO SOF 8REL  BIHWNOID BFL 03
oidosuo] £z} 5z | PEet L08 EReL ‘J'Nﬂll] FlL gl
Lidosuog 1) 2z | 46~ 060K 8SE UaHﬂ g% 9ke
oaasuog vt W= pES 65k Glgg =
goooliog 57 g7 | Wl L9SE EhEZ wiggm ™
57 of. | 6 602 8256 |9SY180 0L 54
- T T R




